
Walk Highlights

MAGOR
The village of Magor lies on the inland edge of the Gwent 
Levels. The name derives from the Welsh Magwyr, meaning wall, 
which may refer to flood defences or to the ruins of a now lost 
Roman villa.

Magor once had its own port on the coast called Abergwaitha. 
The port was abandoned sometime in the 15th century and 
coastal erosion has destroyed much of the evidence of the 
earlier settlement. In 1994, the wreck of a 13th century boat was 
discovered buried in the estuary mud close to Magor Pill.

ST MARY’S CHURCH, MAGOR
A large church with a central tower and two-storey porch. The 
oldest parts of the building, including the tower and chancel, 
date from the 13th century, although it might be on the site of 
an earlier 7th century church founded by Cadwaladr, King of 
Gwynedd.

Sections of the church were rebuilt in the 15th century and the 
ornate porch was added in around 1520. The room above the 
porch was once used as the village school.

MAGOR MANSION (THE PROCURATOR’S HOUSE)
These impressive ruins date from the 16th century and originally 
belonged to the Vicar of Magor. The mansion is known locally 
as the Procurator’s House, although this probably refers to 
an earlier building which may have housed the treasurer, or 
procurator, of the local abbey.

The building is two storeys high with a cellar below
and is constructed from rough sandstone, with fine ashlar 
quoins, fireplaces and dressings. The main floor is divided into 
three rooms, each with a fireplace.

MAGOR MARSH NATURE RESERVE
One of the last fragments of fenland on the Gwent Levels, a 
landscape that has existed here for thousands of years. Look 
out for little egrets, dabchicks and kingfishers at the pond, 
dragonflies and water voles along the reens, and butterflies in 
the meadows. The reserve is owned and managed by Gwent 
Wildlife Trust and is a Site of Special Scientific Interest.

Levels Loops & Links

Magor & Magor 
Marsh Loop
Distance: 2½ km  |  Time: 1 hour
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Follow the Countryside Code

• Consider the local community and other people 
enjoying the outdoors

• Park carefully so gateways and driveways are clear

• Leave gates and property as you find them

• Follow paths but give way to others where it’s narrow

• Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home

• Don’t have BBQs or fires

• Keep your dog under effective control and on a lead 
around livestock. 

• Pick up after your pet – dog mess can harm livestock

• Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared

• Follow advice and local signs

Little egret (Chris Harris)

Kingfisher (Chris Harris)

Ruddy darter dragonfly (Chris Harris)

Dabchick or little grebe (Chris Harris)

Look out for...

Small tortoiseshell (Chris Harris) Water vole (Ben Andrew, RSPB-images.com)

About the Gwent Levels
The Gwent Levels are an iconic, estuarine landscape of 
international significance. First reclaimed from the sea in 
Roman times, the Gwent Levels are a network of fertile 
fields and historic watercourses, known locally as reens. This 
special landscape of high skies and low horizons is one of 
the finest examples of a ‘natural’ landscape hand-crafted by 
people in Europe; and one of the largest tracts of bio-diverse 
wet grassland left in the UK.

The Partnership
The Living Levels Landscape Partnership is 
supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
We are delivering a programme of work which will 
promote and reconnect people to the heritage, 
wildlife and wild beauty of the Gwent Levels.

Contact
  info@livinglevels.org.uk

  www.livinglevels.org.uk

 ourlivinglevels

 Our Living Levels

For more information about this walk visit:

www.livinglevels.org.uk



The Route
Start at Magor Square  
(Grid Ref ST 425870 | OS Explorer Map 154)

   Standing with your back to the Post Office, facing the 
War Memorial, turn left and follow the road out of the 
square and on to Redwick Road.

   Turn left on Redwick Road, passing the ruins of Magor 
Mansion, known locally as the Procurator’s House.

   Cross over the rail bridge and turn right towards 
Llandevenny, then left down Blackwall, an old green 
lane. Beside the lane is Blackwall Reen, which formed 
the western boundary of a medieval monastic grange, 
or farmstead, at Lower Grange. Please note, Blackwall 
often floods during wet weather.

   Follow the green lane for about 300m until you 
reach a field gate and kissing gate on the left. This is 
the entrance to Magor Marsh Nature Reserve. Enter 
through the gate and head diagonally across two 
fields towards a kissing gate in the far corner.

   Go through the gate and follow the path alongside 
Pwll Uffern Reen. Keep an eye open for water voles.
After 50m, turn left through a kissing gate and follow 
the path along Cwrta Well Reen. 

   At the next junction, turn right and follow the path 
towards the Derek Upton Centre. The building is 
named after a former reserve warden and keen 
amateur archaeologist, who discovered many 
important finds, including prehistoric human 
footprints at Uskmouth, Bronze Age sites at Caldicot 
and Redwick, and the medieval Magor Pill boat. 

   Take a short detour on the way to visit the hide 
overlooking the reserve’s pond, a great place to see 
kingfishers, egrets, herons and other wildlife. As you 
head towards the centre, look out for ‘The Brinker’, a 
woven willow sculpture of Anne Williams, an 18th century 
Levels landowner, scything the reen-side vegetation.

   Just before the Derek Upton Centre, the path crosses 
Whitewall Reen, the eastern boundary of the medieval 
monastic grange.

   Exit the reserve and turn left on to Whitewall Lane, an 
old Roman road. Follow the lane back towards Magor. 

   At the pedestrian footbridge cross the railway line and 
follow the path to Chapel Terrace. Turn left and follow 
the road back towards the Magor Square. 

   At the end of Chapel Terrace, take a left turn towards 
St Mary’s Church. After you have explored the church, 
follow the path through the churchyard back to Magor 
Square.

Magor & Magor Marsh
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St Mary’s Church, Magor (Chris Harris) Magor Marsh Nature Reserve (Chris Harris)

Magor Mansion (The Procurator’s House) (Chris Harris)

A gentle walk from Magor Town Square to 
Magor Marsh Nature Reserve, past the ruins 
of Magor Mansion and returning via the 
magnificent St Mary’s Church.
Please note: Dogs are not allowed at Magor Marsh.
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The Brinker (Chris Harris)


